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AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1

Pinyin supporting text
Pinyin supporting text is written underneath characters to aid the student with pronunciation. Pinyin is gradually 
removed throughout the book, as the student’s knowledge of vocabulary increases. This ensures that the 
student is supported at all stages and is encouraged to focus on characters when reading. Rarer characters, 
such as names, are always supported with pinyin.

Everything you need in one course
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1 combines a modern communicative pedagogy with thorough grammatical 
explanations. It includes activities which cover all four skills, as well as activities which focus on study skills. 
Topics are revisited throughout the book, making sure that students have many opportunities to consolidate their 
learning. Wherever possible, activities are grounded in real-life situations which students are likely to encounter 
when they interact with other Chinese speakers.

Did you know?

Overview
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1 has entered an AQA approval process for the new 
GCSE specification. It is the first part of a new two-part series and is aimed at students 
with some prior knowledge of Chinese: in order to begin this book, students should have 
a knowledge of about 200 words, and should be able to write 50-100 characters. This 
course is aligned to the new specification of Mandarin Chinese GCSE and is written with 
the requirements of non-heritage learners in mind. The course covers all four skills, and 
is designed to increase the confidence and skills of learners. This course aims to provide 
everything students need to master the language; it is complete with interactive activities, cultural insight and 
detailed grammar explanations. A workbook and online portal accompany the textbook, giving opportunity for 
extra practice and enabling teachers to track students’ progress.

This reading activity does 
not include pinyin support for 
already-learnt characters such 
as 吃, but rarer characters 
such as 珍珠 are supported 
with pinyin.
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AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1
Writing characters
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1 systematically introduces students to 176 common Chinese characters. 
After completing this book, students will be able to write between 225-300 characters from memory and 
recognise 450-500 characters, depending on the students’ initial knowledge. Extra character practice is 
provided in the workbook. Special sections are also devoted to improving handwriting and study skills for 
memorising characters.

In-depth explanations on grammar and word use
Chinese grammar is thoroughly explained using non-technical language. The book introduces important 
grammar points such as modal verbs, conjunctions and verbal complements; the book also includes notes on 
details of word usage, such as knowing when to use 老 and 旧. 
Common phrases in everyday conversation are introduced in two 
sections in each unit, entitled ‘Language in Action.’

Stroke order diagrams are clearly set 
out for new characters in each unit. 

This explanation both gives an 
introduction to the grammar point and 
covers the different nuances in meaning 
between Chinese and English. In-depth 
explanations will help students avoid 
common errors.



Cultural knowledge
Going beyond well-known cultural icons such as pandas and chopsticks, AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1 
contains a wealth of information on Chinese culture, both ancient and modern. Our approach helps the student 
appreciate the diversity of the Chinese speaking world. Cultural sections include both famous masterpieces such 
as Journey to the West and lesser-known culture such as the ‘guess fingers’ game.

A global perspective
Students get good exposure to a variety of places where Chinese is spoken. Local elements from Shanghai, 
Xi’an and Taipei are integrated into the background of each activity to help students understand the diversity and 
different perspectives of the Chinese speaking world. A brief section introduces students to tips for recognising 
traditional characters that they may encounter outside of Mainland China.

AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1

•	 Notice that 觉 in 觉得 (juéde) also appears in the word 睡
觉 (shuìjiào). This is another case of a character that has 
multiple readings.

•	 床 (chuáng) on its own means ‘bed’, and the measure word 
is 张, (zhāng).

觉 and 床

炕 (kàng) — Bed-stoves 
How would you like to sleep on a 
heated brick oven bed? The kang is 
just that: a brilliant, 3-in-1 solution to 
heat the home, cook your meals, and 
provide a cosy space to work and 
relax. Made of bricks or clay, a kang is 
a platform, usually about waist height, 
which is often wall-to-wall and takes up 
less than half of the room. People can 
sit on it during the day and sleep on 
it at night. Beneath it, the smoke from 
the cooking fire (usually in the kitchen, 
adjacent) circulates and keeps it warm. 
Kangs have been an essential element 
of traditional Chinese homes, especially 
in the North.

Did you know?

Cultural elements are introduced alongside 
new topics and vocabulary. The authors’ 
objective is to help students understand 
the Chinese cultural connotations of words 
they are learning.
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Differentiated approach
This course facilitates a differentiated classroom by presenting a wide range of activity types, from word 
recognition to creative writing. Activities are categorised into three levels, marked by an icon (see below). 
The first level of activity introduces a new topic or structure, allowing for plenty of repetition; the second level 
encourages fluency and flexibility with the language; the third level helps students work on either creative or 
analytical skills while learning Chinese. Each unit’s ‘Putting it together’ section contains the most challenging 
activities: these require students to combine their new knowledge from this unit with previous knowledge. For 
students who require extra practice, the workbook has plenty of opportunity for consolidating knowledge in a 
less challenging way.

Written for the new GCSE 
specification and entered in an 
AQA approval process
Subject content under the new 
GCSE specification is categorised 
into topics which fall across three 
broader themes. In order for 
teachers and students to ensure 
that they have covered these 
themes successfully, we have 
provided a GCSE Themes Finder 
section which shows the relevant 
units that cover each theme. Some 
themes will be further covered 
in the forthcoming AQA GCSE 
Chinese - Textbook 2.

AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1

7.25 Writing activity — School brochure
Create a brochure for your school. Include the following information:

•	 The name of the school （学校的名字叫……）

•	 The number of classrooms, teachers and students （学校有……个老师）

•	 The courses offered （学校有……、……、……课）

•	 Which meals are provided, and at what times （学生可以在学校吃……和……）

•	 The dress code （学生应该穿……）

•	 When school starts and finishes （学生……点上学，……点放学）

•	 Activities offered after class （下课以后，学生可以……）

•	 How you can get to school （学生能……，也能……来学校）

xiào

xiào

xiào

xiào

xiào

These icons show the challenge level 
of each activity; the first activity is less 
challenging and the second activity is most 
challenging.



Secondary School Chinese for GCSE 
Workbook 1
Overview
Workbook 1 accompanies AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1, with further activities that 
align to the textbook contents. The activities provide practice on character writing, tones, 
language structure and vocabulary, as well as extra reading passages. The workbook 
provides excellent resources for student consolidation during homework, allowing 
teachers to track student progress constantly. 

Students practise each core 
character from the textbook 
through tracing and writing 
exercises. 

Workbook 1 contains a wide range of 
activities, ranging from simple linking 
exercises and translations to more 
challenging reading and writing activities.
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Each activity in the workbook is targeted at helping 
students with specific skills. Activity 1.5 helps students 
develop accurate knowledge of tones and pinyin for 
new vocabulary. Activity 1.6 helps students with a new 
grammar point from Unit 1 (using 一起). Activity 3.10 
helps students with longer reading, and combines topics 
from Unit 3 (family members and jobs) with older topics, 
such as hobbies.

Secondary School Chinese for GCSE 
Workbook 1

The textbook has entered an AQA approval process for the new GCSE specification. Other resources are 
beyond the scope of an AQA approval process and have not been entered for approval.

马 ，



Secondary School Chinese for GCSE Online
www.secondaryschoolchinese.com
For students and teachers
Our online portal, accessible through most internet browsers, contains a wealth of resources for both student and 
teacher. Through interactive activities, students are encouraged to spend more time in language practice outside 
of school time. Below are some of the key features.

This e-Book is an electronic version of 
the textbook. It is quick to load and easy 
to navigate, and can be accessed both on 
computers and mobile devices such as iPad.

Students and teachers can login and view 
auto-marking homework exercises. Teachers 
track the results of the students through the 
Review Zone (see next page).

Users can find an engaging range of videos 
relating to key Chinese cultural topics that are 
covered in the textbook series.

The Sound Zone contains the recordings and 
transcripts for all the listening exercises from 
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1.

1. AQA GCSE Chinese e-Book 1

3. Homework Zone

2. Sound Zone

4. Culture Zone
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For teachers
The teachers’ section of the online portal allows teachers a simple way to login and track the progress of 
their students over the course of an academic year. Teachers have access to the resources listed below. The 
publishers are keen that the portal addresses teachers’ needs, and we welcome feedback and dialogue for 
further improvements.

These slides contain the teachable content of 
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1, broken 
up into individual learning points. These slides 
are ideal for presentation of new material and 
whole-class speaking activities. All slides have 
page references to the textbook.

Teachers can connect with their students’ 
homework results and comment on their 
individual performance. The comments 
appear back in the students’ Homework Zone. 
The Review Zone is detailed and supports 
exporting to Microsoft Excel.

Student performance is tracked in a teacher’s 
Score Zone.  Student scores are factored by 
online homework and additional points awarded 
by the teacher in class. Teachers may also add 
comments.

Each unit is accompanied by a Scheme of 
Work written by the authors and publishers. 
The Schemes of Work aid teachers in lesson 
plans and long term curriculum planning. 
Schemes of Work are available in both 
English and Chinese.

5. Whiteboard slides

7. Review Zone

6. Schemes of Work

8. Score Zone

The textbook has entered an AQA approval process for the new GCSE specification. Other resources are 
beyond the scope of an AQA approval process and have not been entered for approval.



Other books in the series
Secondary School Chinese for Beginners is a textbook, workbook and online portal aimed at beginner 
students in Key Stage 3. It aims to provide an accessible and comprehensive introduction to Chinese. 
Students cover basic topics such as greetings, family members, common objects, food and time words; 
students gain a reading knowledge of over 200 words, and learn to write 100 characters. Extra practice 
on fundamentals such as tones and radicals ensures a solid foundation for further study. This course is the 
ideal preparation for AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 1 and was written by the same team.

The authors
William Minter and Leah Russell met studying Chinese Studies at the University of Oxford in 2004. They 
lived in China for over two years and have since worked at Brighton College, UK and Choate Rosemary Hall, 
USA, teaching Mandarin and working in admissions. William gained an MA in East Asian Studies from Yale, 
focusing on Classical Chinese. Leah practises Chinese papercutting art, which she researched while living in 
Beijing. Their ambition is to make learning Chinese accessible and enjoyable for all students.

Future publications
AQA GCSE Chinese - Textbook 2 will be published in time for the 18-19 academic year. This will complete 
the series to equip students to enter the GCSE with confidence and a good degree of mastery of Key Stage 
4 level Chinese.

Secondary School Chinese for 
Beginners - Textbook

Secondary School Chinese for 
Beginners - Workbook

The publishers
Established in 2007 and now celebrating its 10th anniversary, Dragons in Europe is the UK’s specialist 
provider of Mandarin Chinese teachers and teaching materials to primary and secondary schools. With a team 
of over 50 experienced teachers and a western-style teaching methodology, the company has enabled a large 
number of students to enjoy learning about China’s fantastic language and culture.  Our dedicated team has 
published a wide range of textbooks and workbooks,  complete with online support and schemes of work, 
suitable at both primary and secondary level. Please see www.dragonsineurope.com for more information. 

Purchasing the new textbook and workbook for your school

The textbooks and workbooks will be available to purchase in June 2017. 
If you wish to place a pre-order and take advantage of our early bird discount, please contact 
gcse@dragonsineurope.com or ring 020 7228 8501.
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Secondary School Chinese for GCSE Online 		 £8.99+vat

Early bird discount					     £6.99+vat

(expires 31 August, 2017)

�

Online

Secondary School Chinese for GCSE Workbook 1	 £11.99

Early bird discount					     £9.99
(expires 31 August, 2017)

�

Workbook

AQA GCSE Chinese Textbook 1			   £24.99

Early bird discount					     £19.99
(expires 31 August, 2017)

Textbook

Price List

•	Includes 1 free student account for the Online student content*  (1 student 

password / per workbook)

•	Includes 1 free teacher account** if a full class set (more than 10) is purchased

•	Includes 1 student account for the Online student content* for the Textbook 1 

material

•	Includes 1 free teacher acount** if a full class set (more than 10 student 

logins) is purchased

•	Includes 1 free student account for the Online student content* (1 student 

password / per textbook)

•	Includes 1 free teacher account** if a full class set (more than 10) is purchased

* A student account will give students access to the e-Book, the Sound Zone, the Homework Zone and 
the Culture Zone (relating to the Textbook 1 content). Please see page 8 of this guide for more detail.

**A teacher account will give teachers access to all of the above student features but also whiteboard 
slides, Schemes of Work, the Review Zone and the Score Zone (relating to the Textbook 1 content).  
Please see pages 8 and 9 of this guide for more detail.

The textbook has entered an AQA approval process for the new GCSE specification. Other resources are 
beyond the scope of an AQA approval process and have not been entered for approval.

For use 
with 

AQA GCSE 
Chinese

Textbook 1 



Full name

Telephone email address

School

School address

Product Order Form

AQA GCSE Chinese Textbook 1		
ISBN 978-0-9957157-0-7

Early bird discount				  
(expires 31 August, 2017)

Secondary School Chinese for GCSE Workbook 1	 	
ISBN 978-0-9957157-1-4

Early bird discount			 
(expires 31 August, 2017)

Secondary School Chinese for GCSE Online 
(Textbook 1 content)		

Early bird discount				  
(expires 31 August, 2017)

Price 	     No. of copies/accounts

Signature

Delivery charge quoted 
on confirmation of order

Please send to:  gcse@dragonsineurope.com

The textbook has entered an AQA approval process for the new GCSE specification. Other resources are 
beyond the scope of an AQA approval process and have not been entered for approval.
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